* Teuton allles will

Temperature past twenty

54, at ® a.m. today.

WEATHER.
T'neettled tonight and ‘Thursday,
probabhly showers: warmer tonight;

gentls east to southeast winds.
-four hours:
High, 76, at 3:15 p.m. yesterday; low,

For full report see page 18.
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ONE OF THE WAR
- GREATEST BA
~ NOW ON IN WEST

Conflict Extends From the Bel-
{ gian Coast to Arras, in
Northern France.

ALLIES FIRED BY HOPE
L OF A DECISIVE VICTORY

French and Belgians Pressing At-
i tack, But British Admit Be-
ing on Defensive.

NEWS FROM EAST CONFUSING

Official Reports From Berlin and
Petrograd Conflicting as to
Progress of Desperate
Fighting.

LONDON, May 12, 2:35 p.m.—
From the Belgian coast to Arras,
across the border in northern
France, one of the principal bat-
tles of the war thus far is now
under way.

The Belgians, in the little sec-
tion of their fatherland which
they still hold, are pushing for-
ward, apparently with some suc-
cess. Near the border the French
are attacking furiously, in an at-
tempt to pierce the German line.

Between these two districts the
Germans are on the offensive.
pressing against the British army
with great force. Although local
successes have been won on both
sides. the main issue, which is
awaited with unconcealed con-
cern, probably will not be decided
for some time.

Allies Hope for Victory.

The progress of the allles’ offensive
ia Flanders and northern France has
given rise to the hope here that one
ofA\the really momentous phases of the
war le In process of a solution which
would be regarded as favorable from
the British point of view.

Berlin recognizes the importance of
the new turn of events, German news-

emphasize in large headlines
beginning of the new Anglo-French
e,

Unable to Check Dash.

The German reinforcements rushed
from Lens and Doual thus far sppar-
ently have falled to check the dash
of troops which, sweeping northwari
from Arras, have captured Important
German positions

The German war office states that
progress has been made against the
British line east of Ypres, but Sir John
French's laconic message asserts that
all German efforts to break through
have failed. The Hritish fleld marshal
sayvs nothing of the part Britlsh troops
are taking in the offensive in the Jdi-
rection of Lille.

Conflicting News From East.

Thne sitnation on the huge eastern
battlefield is still obscure, but it is evi-
dent that the gains are not all at the
expense of the Russiane The official
reports from Fetrograd and Herlin are
a0 divergent, however, that military
eXperts are loath to cominit themselves

The Russians admit & further retreat

_dn Galieis, although denving Austrian
and German reports of o complets
rout.

English newspaper correspondents at
Petrograd, while admitting the Rus-
slans have suffered very heavily during
the recent flghting, continue to mini-
mize the importance of the Austro-fiec-
man victory in Galicia,

Btrategy of Grand Duke.

The FPost correspondent hints that
Grand Duke XNicholas, following his
usual practice. {s leading the enemy on,
and that, as on previour occasions, the
find their victory
dearly hought

Neither from a strategical! nor tae-
tieal point of view, says the Times cor-
respondent, has the Russian position
along the entire eastern front uniler-
gone any important change, ans all Ger-
man efforts to close the road arross the
Carpathians have failed He regards
the Russian crossing of the Diniester on
the bor ers of Bukowina as an impor-
tant move

UNIDENTIFIED STEAMER

LONDON, May 11 A Reuler dispateh
unidentified
preamer was torpedossd and set afire off

Bchisrmonnik-Oog, an Isiand In the North

from Amsierdam savs an

sea
The wreok Is still burning and nothing

12 known regarding the fate of the crew

-

ERGLISH BUY U. S. COTTON.

Cargoes Aboard Two Detained
Steamers Are Taken Over.
TONIWEN, May 12 —Hobert P. Skin-
ner, the Amertcan consul general here,
hat been Informed by the hoard of
trade that It has purchuased the car-
moes of cotton on board the American
tenmers Southerner antd Carolina, de-
trined by Brotish avthorities for some

time poast

The wanish steamers Orion and Oscar
1L, bound for Copenhagen and held at
Kirkwall, have been relessed,

D. M. Parry Dies in Indianapolis.
INDIANAPOLIS, Ind., May 12 —Davlda
M. Parry, former president of the Na-
tional Manufacturers' Assoclation, died

Jsoning.
manufacture of carrfnges and automo-
blles and later was presldent of an in-
surance company. Mr. 'arry was six-
y-three years old.

IS FIRED BY A TORPEDO

at his home here today of uremic poi- |
He had been enguged in the|

ALSTRIAF
AFINAL PROPOSAL
T0 SATISFY TALY

Communication Reaches Rome
and Is Immediately Taken
Up by Cabinet.

ASMADE

OBSERVERS ARE AGREED
DECISIVE STEP IS NEAR

Former Premier Giolitti, Still Striv-
ing for Neutrality, Will Sup-
port the Government.

WAR VOTE WITH THE KING

Constitution Vests in Him Decision,
But He Is Expected to Accept
Verdict of the
Ministry.

ROME, May r2, via Paris, 3:45
p-m.—What is considered the last
definite proposal of Austria con-
cerning the territorial conces-
sions demanded by Italy.gras re-
ceived today by the Italian gov-
ernment,

The cabinet at once went into
session to consider the communi-
cation.

Final Decision With EKing.

ROME, Mav 12, via Paris.—Final de-
cislon as to whether Italy shall declare
war or remaln neutral rests with King
Victor Emmanuel. The Italian consti-
tution zives to the sovereign alone au-
thority to declare war, make peace and
conclude treaties,

There is a diversity of opinion in the
‘I'n_pital. hqwe\'er. a8 to whether action
by his majesty should be purely formal
or simply in accordance with the de-
clzion reached by his ministers. Thase
who favor making his constitutional
prerogative more than a matter of
form are urging that as soon as Aus-
ttla.‘ma_kes ita final declsion regarding
territorial concessions the cabinet shall
ask the king to take suprems command
and rely upon his judgment.

Responsibility With Cabinet.

Apparently, however, a majority of
the people belleve the canet must as-
sume the responsibility one way or an-
other, with the certainty that Its deci-
sion will be sustained almost unani-
mously by parlisment and the country.
The part that parliament is to play re-
malna uncertatn. It may or it may
not be asked to express an opinion as
to the wisest course to pursue,

The final Austrian counter proposals
ara expected soon, but it I8 not expect-
ed they Will satisfy the demands of the
cabinet, which insists upon the cession
of all territory elther racially or strate-
glcally Ttalian.

In State of Indecision.

Italy is In a state of Indecision today
with regard to her stand for or agalnst
war. She Ix halting between the opin-
ion of former Premier Glolitti, who be-
lieves it would be better to avoid war,
and that of the cablnet.

The ecabinet is credited by the
Glornale D’Italla. which 19 suppused to |
reflect the government's views, with
holding the conviriion that Italy “for
complex and grave reasons cannot ac-
cept the scant offerz of Austria, even
putting aside the delay with which|
they were made, and considers it more
advantageous fo joln the war on the
s#ide of the allies.”

“*The opposite opinion of even such
an authoritative parllamentary man as
Giolittl,” the newspaper adds, “ranpot
make the cabinet recede from the reko-
lution it hos arrived at after long and
con=cienttons diplomatic work and the
military preparations that have been
made.” )

Signor  Giolittl It is  declared, will
support the cabinet even If war is de-
clared, putting his patriotic duty above
a difference In opinion.

Troops Suppress Disorders.
Troops were called out last night 1o dis-
perse a great crowd of war enthusiasrs
who paraded the principal streets crying
“Down with Austria. Down with Glolitti!”

and cheering for Fremier Salandra and
Minister of Foreigen Affars Sonnino.
_\,ﬁ,;t af the persons in the throng ap-
parently felt greal animosity toward
Former Premier Gilolitti, who is regarded

as the leader of the peace parley,
attempt were made
dence but it was frustrated by soldiers.
The crowd jeered as 't pussed the Ger-
man ecciesiastical college.
Demonstrations simllar te that in the
ecapital are occurring In the larger towns
throughout the country. Clashes with
those who faver neatrallty have been pre-
vented several times by the Interventlon
of troops and the pollee

Every precaution has heen taken by
the authorities of Rome to protect the
Austrian and German diplomate ae-
credited both to the Qulrinal and Vari-
can

An
to atorm his resi-

Government’s Hands Free,

The twn great politleal bodles in
Haly  thiat ' favor of war that
which helieves the country shonld re-
muin neutral to attain ts national as-
pirations—have, up 1o the present time,
refrained from any diree! esndeavors
ta interfere with fthe de'therations of
or the concluslon® to be reached hy the
eabinet, and this In spite of the very
| mzituted discussion of these national
guestions which Is golng on from one
| emd of the Kingdom to the other. The
groups favoring war pre the democrats,
.,].,. radleals, the republicans, the na-
| tianalists, the reform soclalists and the
mmoderates. Those on the other aide of
the guestion are the Catholles, the in-
trunsigent socialists, the conservatives
| and the supporters of former FPremier
| talolittd . :

| Signor Giolitti is still Armly convinesd
Jthat the war can yet be avolded Ly the
obtaining from Austria of adequate con-
cessions.  On the other hund, the Giornale
d'ltalia, In an article called “Plain Speak-
| ing,” recapitulates the present situntion,
| ¢wells on the possibilitles of a rupture
with the neutral faction, and in unmis-
| takable words condemna the course fol-
| lowed by Glolitti.

| Reports Situation Grave.

| BERLIN, vihn Amsterdum and London,
May 12, 2:10 pm —The Tageblatt says:
*The situation in Italy continues con-

fused, and, desplte exertiors made at a
Lite hour by neutralists, is undeniably

SUPREME EFFORTS |
MADE TO RECOVER
LUSTANINS DEAD

British Admiralty Braves Sub-
marines, Sending Patrols
to Aid Tugs.

LIFEBOAT DRIFTS ASHORE
WITH FIVE BODIES ABOARD

Seventeen Corpses, None American,
Landed at Queenstown Today.
One a Canadian.

BEGIN THOROUGH SEA SEARCH

Vessels Scour Waters Along Irish
Coast—Identification of Remains
Continues Slowly—~Children
Among the Latest Found.

QUEENSTOWN, May 12, 2:08
p.m—Final efforts are being
made on a large scale to recover
the Lusitania's dead. Not only
are the tugs Flying Fox and
Stormcock cruising about the
scene of the disaster, but a group
of admiralty patrol boats, braving
submarines, is scouting over a
wide area.

Beach patrols also are on the
lookout from Queenstown to the
southern tip of Ireland. One
patrol boat has been designated
to bring in any bodies recovered,
leaving all the other vessels to

continue the search.

A lLusitania lifeboat bearing the bod-
iex of three women and wo boys,
which has been adrift since last Friday,
i= reported ashore today near Balti-
more, on the south Irieh const.

Seventeen Bodies Arrive.

bodies of nine men and eight
women, none American, who perished
when the Lusitania sank, comprising
those brought ashore at Baltimore and
other Irish coast points, arrived here
this morning aboard a tug.

The only body of a first-cluss passenger,
which was promptly identified, was that
of Percy Becombe of Peterborough, On-
tario, son of the late Capt. (. W. SBecoinbe
of the Cunard line. His sister, Miss Eliza-
beth Secombe, still is missing.

Slow progress is being made in the work
of I|dentification, as few relatives of pas-
sengers ure now here and the authorities
are relying only upon papers and trinkets
found on the bodies.

The names of E. J Harrisor and A,
Norriz were found on papers in the pock
ets of two of the men, while that of K
Hickson was fmmq on the body of one
Womall.

On the body of Mr. Harrison was found
a tard of the Young Men's Christian As-
soclation of Bridgeport, Conn.

Three of the dead were members of the
Lusitania’s crew.

The

Two American Bodies.

Among the sixteen dead brought In
by the tug Poolzee vesterday only two
were the bodies of Americans —Mra,
Stewart Mason of Boston and Mrs
Della Condon, wife of Terence Condon
of New York. The American consul
claimed both and will send them to the
I'nited States.

Three of the bodies were those of
voung children—a dark glrl of about
our and one-half vears, a blond of !
about two and one-halfl vears and a
boy of 1ees than one yeur, 2a0d bhrowght
home the horror more than anvthing |
else.  All three were foumd Aoating !'

without life helts

The ten bhodles from Bialtimore nn-]l
two from Castletownsend were cxpect-
ed to arrive at Queenstown vesterday
on the tug Flying Fox, but an obdu-
rate coroner ingisted on a formal in-
ipuest before releasing them. At this
ay Alfred Gwynne Vanderhilt's Eng-
ligh secretary Webbh Wade, entered n
vigorous protest, saving he  would|
motor to Baltimore if he could expedite !
matters; yet he hesitated to take the
trip, fearing to pass the bodies

Frohman Funeral Arrangements.

Arrangement® have heen completed for
the funeral of Charles Frohman The
body wili he sent from Liverpool Satur-
day aboard the ateamer New York, which
Is due there Sunday, May 23 The funernl
will take piace May 23, and will be pri-
vate. On that dav all of Mr. Frohman's
theatrienl  enterprises in the ['nited
Siates and England will he closed

GERMANS BUILDING THREE
UNDERSEA BOATS A MONTH

GENEVA, Switzerland. via Pariz, Mayv
12.-A Swiss engineer who has arrived
here from Hamburg, said the shipvards
there are turning oul three finished suh-
marines & month

Two of them are of the larger class

and one of the smaller type used lor

coast defense.

| BRITISH BOARD TO PROBE
SINKING OF THE FALABA

LONDON, Mav 12. The board of
trade has tixed May 20 as the date for
the bheginning of the inquiry into the
«inking of the British passenger
steamer Falaba, which ocecurred mareh
% The Inguiry will be held In Caxton
Hall, VWestminster.

BRITISH SHIPPING LOSSES.

Enemy Has Destroyed 201 Vessels, at
Cost of 1,556 Lives.

LONDON, May 12.—The cost of the war
in British ships, not including warships,
thus far has been 201 vessels. The loss
of life has been 1,556.

Dr. Thomas J. McNamara, parllament-
ary secretury of the admirulsy, gave these
figures in the house of commons, in re-
sponse to & guestion from Leord Charles
Baresford. The totul of ships, Dr. Me-
Namara sald, included merchant vessels,
yachts, trawlers and drifters sunk from
he 1 of the war up to noon yester-

(Continued on Becond Page.)

day.
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“L AN SHARK" GIVES
$40FORST0NOTES

Collecting Back Usury From
Helpless Poor Under
New Loans.

POLICE INVESTIGATING
CASE OF UNFORTUNATE

Commissioners Threaten to Have
Suspended Sentences Carried Out
on Guilty—Arrest Expected.

The “luan shark™ guestion, common-

ly supposed to be settled followling the

enactment of a stringent anti-usury
law for Washington, has been laken
up again vigorouszly at the Ddistrict
bailding The Commilssloners are
working in conjunction with the police
department in running down alleged
violations of the law This morning
M:if. Pullman placed in the hands of
| headquarters detectives a loan shark

| “tip" that may result in an arrest by
this evening, {f the facts are as re-
ported In one came. it ia alleged, a

loan man obtalned $70 In notes for $£40
cash,
Following the ens *ment of the law
prohibiting a rate interest greater
than 1 per cent a .:onth the corpora-
tlon eounsel’'s ofifc found It expedient
to start all the lo.n compapies on the
same level, and after considerable pull-
ing and hauling fifteen loan men met
at the District building, where they
al] agreed to accept sentences of two-
hundred-dollar fines for first offenses
and thirty days for second

loan
whao

have a hold over any
manager in the Distriet
violates the law. At
stipulation, also, it was agreed that
all unlawful interest received since a
certain date should be paid back to the
borrowers,

Collecting Back Usury.

Tt is now alleged Ly persons interest-
ed in the loan shark matter that va-
rious loan men are endeavoring by all
sortas of ruses and lllegal methods to
get back the money returned as usury
to poor dorrowers under the stipula-
tion. If this is true Commissloner New-
man has made the statement that the
suspended sentences shall be executed
and the whole machinery of the Dis-
trict government shall be turned to-
ward prosecuting the guilty.

The loan shark situdtion today, in so
far as these alleged violations are con-
cerned, is most intrieate and dificult to

Jlain, but the matter may be made
plain by one instance which 18 today
heing investigated at the direction of
Manj. Puillman.

;‘tj is the case of a helpless, uninform-
ed woman, lving I.n_.an alley, Her
name is  Annie The Information
given to Maj. Pullman was that Annie
had a loan some tlme ago, before the
agreement entered into bhetween the
corporation counsel’s office and the fif-
teon loan men. At that time the loan
men agreed to return to  Anmie
and all other borrowers all usury ob-
tained from borrowers since Murch 6,
1913, “provided. however, that nothing
contained In this stipulation shall be

sloners
company

exy

the time of the |

I

offenses. |
The executlon of these sentences was | We could get this interest il the
then suspended, so that the Commls- | Wanted to pay jt.”

1
i

| coumsel's offie

land the shark then haag it

construed %o as to prevent said com-
pany
rower such interest as sald borrower
may be willing to allow to said com-
pany for the use of the money which
was loaned 1o him by said company.”

Annije’s Case.

A member of the citizens' committes
interested in the loan shark situation
described this proviso as being the
sturnhlmg block on which the whole
leg_lalatlon to remedy the loan shark
evil has fallen over. It is charged that
it permits loan sharks to get a large
proportion of tie usury which the lapw
\:vsn Idusign»:-ld 1o prevent. In Annie
(aa‘w IR sald to have worked Ilke this

She was rejioved from Paying arnl'
more usury at the time the r‘nhrpm-allufr

€ compromised wip

Irlmn sharks, and since thep .-uhvh \:E:
grt-ulnr:_zetl with letters u:;;.'lm.r' th 't
me‘;- c{‘_eqn was good, and she could il

ne._. a4t any time, etc. She gcthﬂo
many of these letters that when h
needed money, because her old h rae
c}lm‘l.and she couldn't Eet ann[h\n?rrn
draw her huckster WREgon wll}m}:l. 3

loan, she went te :
raine about 40, ° U4 company to

The loan company

Was mlad e
1o see her, and m 19 =lad enough

anaged 1o pot i
: ik ler t
slgn a release from the previgus 1r1.n.u[,

action. The effect of

+ 0f this was £
h:.-r second loan $20 that (e I()!:](‘:]‘l;;rl' m
had relinquished ip the ﬁ:;.'-'[ .ir:l‘-!f'lll'.llfl'dll‘
:Jlfg!r;l:'&n Bigned up notes to the :;Il;f)lllll-
un-nlt.ﬂ. }::l't I;‘; .p;ll,'l i monhtly install-
i ceived in ecash only abogt

$70 Notes for $40 Cash.

I'he papers were sizned before a1 no-

tary in the office of the loan company

in his power
to colleet the fortv-dollar loan and

also the $£20 in usury on the previous
loan, whirh presumahbly had been abhan-

doned under the loan shark law
INn“ A_nme Is | typleal pror
woman. She lives from hand (o month

and has a family of invalids.
dollars is a maountain of delit
larly when shi has the
$40 of the sum total.
became too gre

Se
« Particu-
_F:r-nm‘}l of only
ol When the hupden
ee 2 e complained.
The Associnted Charities I-puitl«.l
the affair and a worker for
Zﬁliﬁn has charged that
the slightest {dea thai =he had sl

il al signed

for the old usury all. A vnlunl»i::r-rwfyr:if-J
the A=oclated Churilies went 1o see ﬂ*ln:

into
that organi-
Annie had not

loan m:rl_n and threatened him with the
corporition  couns=el, gl receiy, i
ke ceived this
“The ecorporation counsel has told us
neaple

NOTED WILL CASE PROBED.

St. Louis Grand Jurors Take Up

. s A
Charge of Coercion and Intimidation

ST. LOUIS, May 12 —The grand jury
hera today began an investigation of
the trial of the James Campbell. six-
teen-million-dollar  will contest  sugit
which last week was decided in f:\\'ml'
of the defendants, Mrs. Florence Camp=
bell, the widow, and Mrs. Lols Camp-
hell Burkham, daughter of Mr. (‘:ur:[;«
bell.

The investigation

wiis asked hy ..
E. Ottofy, attorney for the rontestants
whose suit falled, (Mtofy charged the

defense with coercing and intimidating
witnesses for the plaintiffs. Among
the witnesses summoned by the Eranid
jury today was Hattie N.” Reed, who
had testifled for hoth sides |

Advocates Novel Cigarette Tax,

ALBANY, N. Y., May 12 —Patrick W.
Cullinan, former state exeise commis-
sioner, who Is a delegate to the New
York constitutional convention, de-
sires to force cigarette manufacturers
to pay the expenses of maintaining vie-
tims of cigarettes confined in state in-
stitutions. He introduced a resolutlon
in the convention today designed to
provide for a report.on the cost of car-
Ing for the victims in order that a tax
on elgarettes equlvalent to the amount
may be assessed. F

R

from receiving from any bor-|

| inated by Tammany.

BARNES INADEAL |
WITHINDEPENDENTS

Willing to Help Elect United

States Senator Not Dom-

REPUBLICANS REVEAL
INSIDE OF POLITICS

E. R. Brown Testifies Col. Roosevelt
Was New York State Leader

1906 to 1910.
SYRACUSE, N. Y, May 12 —Elon R
Brown, republican leader in the state

senate, swore on the witness stand in
the trial of the Barnes-Roosevelt libel
suit here today- that he considered
Theodore Roosevelt was the leader of
the party in this state from 1906 until

19106, (Col. Roosevelt wasa Presldent of
the United States during a part of that
period

The senator also swore that in 1911

when the state senate was deadlocked
over the selection of a United States
senator 1o suceead Chauncey M. Depew,
Mr. Barnes had in substance expressed
a willingness to have the republiean
volte go to independent demoerat
who was unlikely to bhecome identified
with the dominant faction in the demo-
cratic party i

Witnesses for ol Roosevelt testi-
fied to an alleged agreement that they
sabd Mr. Barnes had with Charles F,
Murphy to allow the "I‘_.'-Ilnrn:trl,\' leader
to have a “free hand™” in the selection
aof a United States senator.

The court refused to allow Senator
Brown to answer questions about the
election in 1906 of a presiding officer
of the state senate. In this conneection
he asked whether ('ol. Rooseveit “dom-
inated” that election.

Court’s Ruling.

Following an argument OVer quesiions
along this line, Justice Andrews said :

“I have left In the case in justification
the one charge that Mr. Barnes was
dominant in 1911 at the time of the sena-

“an

thrial eclection.  That requires the jury
to find that Mr. Barnes was dominant.
It requires the jury to find that Mr

Barnes miade an improper alliance with
Charles I Murphy. To meet that charge

sou, Mr. Ivins, mawv prove  that  Mr
Barnes was not dominant.”
Senator Brown was questioned about

vonversations he had with Mr. Barnes
in 1911, He said:

“I had a talk with Mr. Barnes about
Lhe senatorial election. It was in New
York. No one else was present. | said
to Mr. Barnes that Thomas Motr (s-
borne had told me he believed it would
be a zreat patriotic duty to have the
republicans and the insurgent demo-
crats unite and send a good m;u:. 1o
the United States Senate. My lgw
partner, John N. Carlisle, was= nuz'zosred

“Mr. Barnes and T talked to the re.
publiean leaders of both houses to see
what the sentlment was about such a
movement. [ saw Mr. Oshorne and
later told Mr. Barnes that Mr. 0Os-
horne was ready to unite with the re-
publicans the Tollowing day. The re-
publican leaders, Merritt and Brackett
would not agree to Mr. Carlisle be-
cause Lhey thought that if elected he
might train with the dominant fac-
tion of the republican party™

E. T. Brackett on Stand.

The next wlitness was Edgar T,
Brackett of Saratoza, former state
gsenator. The witnese told of the caucus
at which Senator Depew was nominnt-
ed in 1911. He sald Mr. Barnds was not
present and swore that he had not dis-
cussed the United Htatem senatorship
with Mr, Barnes until about a month
later. He started to tell about a con-
ference in the home of Mr. Barnes after
Sepnator Depew had announced his

withdrawal from the contest, when &

b

k

h
d

P

ti

recess interrupted him,

Message, Expected to Contain Moral Flailing, Will

PRESIDENT TO DEMAND

GERMANY’S GUARANTEE
TO HALT SEA OUTRAGES

Diplomatic Relations, It Is Said, Will Be

Severed If Reparation for Losses

Is Not Made Also.

DELAY IN SENDING NOTE GIVES

AMERICANS CHANCE TO LEAY.

Cr

on Fateful Mission Today or Tomorrow. -
Action Then Up to Berlin.

Americans in Germany

Urged to Leave, Is Beliei

It is believed today that President Wilson has
delayed the forwarding of his note to Germany,
calling the imperial government to “strict ac-
countability” for the loss of American lives on the
Lusitania, for probably twenty-four hours that
Ambassador Gerard may have time to notify the
few Americans left in Berlin and elsewhere in Ger-
many that they had better leave at the earliest
possible moment. The opinion is that the Presi-
dent has had Secretary Bryan advise Mr. Gerard
that in view of ill feeling in Germany toward
Americans and in view of the probable course of
the United States it will be advisable to rid Ger-
many of all Americans. It is possible for them, if
aided by the German officials, to get to Switzer-
land or Italy.

Realizing fully the great force of American sentiment aroused

by the Lusitania disaster, his own course determined partly by that

entiment and partly by the dictates of his own mind and heart,

President Wilson is about to take the action that is expected of him

y the American people. His communication to Germany, whether

to be addressed directly to the kaiser or to the German foreign office.
is in course of preparation today and will probably speed on its fate-
ful mission today or tomorrow.

Germany will be expected to give
er answer with reasonable promptness.
NOTE TO HAVE INCISIVE DIRECTNESS.
President Wilson himself is writing the note. He is asking no
elp and none is volunteered. It is no longer a case of fine-spun
iplomatic phraseology, with a hole left open for further parleys.

The President’s pungent English, it is believed, is being applied at
this minute with a directness he has never before used in writing a
great state document.

Germany and will not do so.
his friends confidently assert that what he is writing will be direct.

He cannot demand an instant reply from
He is not writing an ultimatum, but

ositive, unequivocal. It will try not to leave loopholes for pro-

longed negotiation or communication. It will have the incisive di-
rectness of straight business.

All day long the President has worked in his study. The out-

lines of his course were laid before the cabinet yesterday. Medita-

on since then has, it is believed, convinced him that the course then

presented is the only one open to the head of a great self-respecting
nation, neither clamoring for war nor complaisantly accepting insult
and contemptuous defiance of its warnings in behalf of mankind and
international rights.

NO YIELDING OF AMERICAN RIGHTS.
No yielding of American rights will be found and there will be

| no note of a desire for conflict. The appeal will be to Germany san=z
and not Germany insane; to sober men and women wherever the

sunlight falls.

The administration, it is asserted, will make good its warning

to Germany that “strict accountability” would be exacted. The im-
mediate accountability will be that which the world, in its moral and
mental make-up, applies to the violator of law, order and society.
The first sincere glimpse Germany has had of a vast neutral opinion
will be frankly conveyed in this note.
not done since the war began what moral castigation means; how
little she can afford to defy the sentiments of a people never before
unfriendly to her and even now wishing to avoid a clash with her.

She must realize as she has

But going beyond the moral flailing the German government

will get, and coming down to the main point, will be the direct
request to know if Germany proposes to continue submarine war-
fare against unprotected and defenseless vessels of commerce and
transportation, against non-combatant men, women and children.

RELATIONS WILL BE SEVERED.
In the event that Germany refuses reparation and does not give a

guarantee to stay her hand from further outrages on American citi-
zens and American ships, diplomatic relations will be severed. Am-
bassador Gerard will be recalled and the future course of the adminis-
tration will depend upon the future course of Germany. This, it is

believed, is the decision thisg has been ayrived at. Adminisgetion




